OLIVERS  BATTERY  PARISH  COUNCIL

MINUTES  of Parish Council Meeting held at St. Marks Church Hall, Olivers Battery Road South, Oliver’s Battery on the 1st August 2006. 7-30pm  to  9-30pm.

1.  PRESENT
Mr Sharman (Chairman); Mrs Goodwin; Mr Pyke; Mrs Banister and Mrs Cope.

One member of the public.

County Councillor Charlotte Bailey and City Councillor Brian Collin were also in attendance for part of the meeting.
Apologies were received from Mr Morris, Mr Stride and City Councillor David Spender.

2.  PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION                                   

There were no members of the public present wishing to speak or make a statement under this item.

3.  MINUTES  OF  LAST  MEETING  AND  MATTERS  ARISING                        

The minutes of the meeting held on the 4th July 2006 were confirmed and signed as correct.

Risk  Assessment
It was noted that the minor revisions agreed at the last meeting have been incorporated and that the Chairman has produced the final document containing a risk assessment by the Parish Council in respect of the Council’s property, functions and activities. Copies of the document are to be lodged with Council’s Internal Auditor, the Emergency Planning Officer at Hampshire County Council and each Parish Councillor is to be given a copy of the document.
4.  PLANNING

In response to a letter from City Councillor Barry Lipscomb (Portfolio Holder for Planning and Transport) offering to visit the Parish Council it is to be suggested that Barry Lipscomb  and  the Head of Planning Control should attend the meeting of the Parish Council on the 3rd October 2006.
A letter from Winchester City Council confirming the formal adoption of the Winchester District Local Plan Review on the 7th July 2006 was noted.
The Chairman stated that it was hoped that a new draft of the proposed Village/

Neighbourhood Design Statement for the parish would be available in September.

It was decided not to make any comments in respect of the following planning applications:

2 Plovers Down              Two storey side extension

Case:06/02259/FUL

W Ref: W20189

3 South View Road         Side extension to existing garage

Case: 06/02235/FUL

W Ref: W20202

5.  FINANCE  AND  AUTHORISATION  OF  PAYMENTS          

A letter from the Internal Auditor containing his report in respect of the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2006 was considered. The Internal Auditor mentioned that there may be some doubts about grants being made to the Primary School and as suggested by the Internal Auditor further advice on this matter is to be sought from Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils and this subject is also to be explored with the school. 

The following payments were authorised:

Mr P. C. Bugg                 June recreation ground maintenance                   £114 – 00

S J H Signs                      Prohibition of dogs sign at recreation

                                        Ground                                                                 £222 – 08

J. K. Murray                    Internal Auditor’s Fees                                         £87 – 50
6.  50TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  PARISH                         

Mr Pyke reported that a programme showing details of the various events had been distributed to every household in the parish. About 200 persons attended the Open Air Church Service including the Salvation Army Band on the Olivers Battery Open Space (Ancient Monument Site) on the 23rd July 2006 and the Chairman thanked everyone who helped with the arrangements for this event. A walk being a Beating of the Bounds following the parish boundary on the 29th July had also been well supported. The arrangements for other events including the Fete and Barn dance on the 9th September  are  proceeding satisfactorily.
7.  RECREATION  GROUND  AND  CONSERVATION  AREA
On a number of occasions the additional sign indicating that dogs are prohibited from the recreation ground has been turned around  and it was agreed that S J H Signs be asked to fix the sign permanently with the wording of the sign facing the car parking area.

Graffiti has been put on the cabinet at the entrance to the recreation ground containing a map of public rights of way in the parish and it was agreed that Mr Bugg be requested to take action to remove the graffiti.
In connection with the Conservation area Mrs Goodwin mentioned that a few of the trees which had been planted had been lost and she gave a reminder of the official opening of the area on Sunday 3rd September 2006  as part of the celebrations for the 50th anniversary of the parish.

8.  “ OLIVER’S  BATTERY “ ENTRY  SIGNS
With regard to the proposal that there should be new “Oliver’s Battery” entry signs near the junction of Olivers Battery Road South and Badger Farm Road and at the end of Old Kennels Lane, Winchester City Council have confirmed that signs can still be provided similar to the design suggested in 2002 with the whole of the cost being paid by the City Council. It was agreed that arrangements for the signs should proceed and a meeting with a representative of the City Council to agree the location of the signs is to be arranged.

9.  PUBLIC  FOOTPATHS/ BRIDLEWAYS
It was noted that the part of public footpath 7 from Olivers Battery Gardens to the footbridge over Badger Farm Road has been cleared by the Rights of Way Authority.

City Councillor Brian Collin undertook to ask the Rights of Way Section at Hampshire County Council to eradicate a growth of  Japanese Knotweed on the public footpath from Old Kennels Lane to the South Winchester Golf Club. If this action is not taken by the County Council the Parish Council will consider this matter again and if appropriate consult with the adjoining owners.
10.  CORRESPONDENCE
The following were noted:
Letter from BAA Southampton explaining some of the aircraft routeings used on the final approach to Southampton Airport.

Letter from Winchester & District Neighbourhood Mediation Service about raising awareness of the service provided by such organisation

Hampshire Highways Newsletter

Bulletin from Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils in respect of the National Association of Local Council’s strategy relating to Regional Assemblies.

Bulletin from Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils in respect of the Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Act 2006.

Letter from the Museums Service at Winchester City Council containing an update in respect of the Olivers Battery Community Heritage Project.
Community Action Hampshire Newsletter.

11.  REPORTS – COUNTY COUNCILLOR  AND  CITY  COUCILLORS
In a written report County Councillor Charlotte Bailey gave information about the continuing consultation process in connection with the proposed Winchester Southern Park & Ride Project and she also referred to Adult Social Care and  Effective Community Planning . Mrs Bailey is now a member of the County Council’s Children’s Services Committee which is responsible for more than half of the County budget. 

City Councillor Brian Collin mentioned the Bushfield Camp Site and the desire  by the City of Winchester Trust for an increase in the landscape designation and more traditional downland. There is also a desire that the owners should take more active steps to manage the site.

12.  OTHER  PARISH  MATTERS
The Chairman gave a brief report on the Annual General Meeting of Badger Farm & Olivers Battery Residents Community Association at which Ian Millar was elected as Chairman of the Association and Rachel Skinner as Vice Chairman. Volunteers are required by the Association to assist with the annual bonfire and fireworks display.
